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Bridgeway Capital increases small business assistance to emerging minority and 
women entrepreneurs in Westmoreland County.  
 
Introducing Kim Louis as Bridgeway’s Community Entrepreneur Liaison for Westmoreland County to connect 
emerging entrepreneurs to resources that build their capacity to access capital and grow. 
 
As a partner for business growth, Bridgeway offers business assistance that builds the capacity of entrepreneurs 
and prepares them to access capital. The Community Entrepreneur Liaison model is a new effort by Bridgeway to 
increase its support of small business ecosystems in the communities of New Kensington and Jeannette in 
Westmoreland County.  
 
Kim Louis, a resident of New Kensington and business consultant in the area, has been engaged as the 
Community Entrepreneur Liaison for Westmoreland County. In her role, Ms. Louis will increase access to 
Bridgeway’s impact-driven business assistance programs and lending by providing personalized guidance to 
entrepreneurs that connects them to resources offered by Bridgeway in the areas of financing, marketing, 
operations, legal, and strategy. The engagement kicks off with two opportunities for small businesses that are 
oriented towards minority and women entrepreneurs, the Jeannette Entrepreneurial Association and enrollment 
in the Entrepreneurship Hub. 
 
The Jeannette Entrepreneurial Association, funded by the Appalachian Regional Commission, provides an entry 
point for small business ownership and accelerates the growth of startup businesses. Minority and women 
entrepreneurs looking to start and/or grow a business in the City of Jeannette are invited to apply to the Jeannette 
Entrepreneurial Association. Beginning February 21st, 2022, the program will offer three months of one-on-one 
support and workshops on the business fundamentals of financing, marketing, operations, legal, and strategy. The 
workshops will be held biweekly on Mondays from 4 PM – 6 PM and will take place in person at Mosaic 
Community Church in Jeannette, PA. After grasping business fundamentals through the Jeannette 
Entrepreneurial Association, entrepreneurs can continue working with Bridgeway to advance their business goals, 
access lending capital, and receive one-on-one guidance through Bridgeway’s Entrepreneurship Hub. 
 
Enrollment in the Entrepreneurship Hub is available to entrepreneurs in both Jeannette and New Kensington. 
After completing an assessment, qualified small businesses are connected to free business services in the areas of 
finance, marketing, operations, legal, and strategy. “Whether they operate an emerging or established small 
business, entrepreneurs will benefit from added one-on-one support within their communities, coupled with 
business assistance and patient capital delivered by Bridgeway,” says Maria Brown, Entrepreneurship Hub 
Coordinator at Bridgeway. “Every interaction is an opportunity to establish mutual trust and build lasting 
relationships with entrepreneurs and community partners to help them reach their goals.”  
 
Interested entrepreneurs can connect with Kim Louis, Bridgeway’s Community Entrepreneur Liaison for 
Jeannette and New Kensington. “I look forward to connecting entrepreneurs to resources that build their capacity 
to grow diverse and thriving small businesses,” she says.  
 
Learn more and register by contacting Kim Louis by email at kimlouis15068@gmail.com or phone at (724) 594-
2022. 
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About Bridgeway Capital 
 
Bridgeway Capital is a nonprofit and Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) certified by the U.S. 
Treasury Department. Since 1990, Bridgeway has been at the forefront of community and economic development 
in western Pennsylvania. As a mission-driven lender, Bridgeway works to combat injustices and advance 
opportunities by building capacity, investing capital, and developing underserved areas to grow businesses and 
revitalize places. Since its founding, Bridgeway has invested over $250 million in communities, with over 90% of 
the funding provided supporting projects in low-income communities. For more information, visit 
www.bridgewaycapital.org. 
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