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Arts and Industry Residency Helps Westmoreland College Students Become Creative 

Entrepreneurs  

  

Bridgeway Capital’s Creative Business Accelerator delivers curriculum to art students at 

Westmoreland County Community College to help them realize creative fulfillment, financial 

resilience, and social impact after graduation and beyond. 

  

The Pittsburgh-based Creative Business Accelerator (CBA) and Westmoreland College have 

teamed up to design and deliver the Arts and Industry Residency (AIR), a one-week course that 

will empower graduates and transfers to start and sustain creative businesses.  

  

AIR combines the CBA’s real-world creative business insights with quality content from 

Westmoreland College’s skilled educators. In addition, Bridgeway Capital, the CBA’s parent 

organization, will help turn entrepreneurial ideas into startup creative businesses in the county.    

  

“The CBA works with hundreds of creative businesses across the region,” observed Kathleen 

Dlugos, Art Program Chair at Westmoreland County Community College. “They have distilled 

all of their experience into a set of best practices for our students.” 

  

On May 10, Westmoreland College students will participate in the one-week virtual course. The 

“Creative Business Basics” curriculum is built on six key elements of success. The CBA believes 

that access to markets, space, capital, workforce, peers, and business assistance remains essential 

for aspiring creative entrepreneurs. The CBA utilizes perspectives from operating business to 

bring these elements to life. 

  

“Our top goal is to get the students feeling more confident about turning passions into 

professions,” states Katie Johnson, Associate Director for the CBA. “Then we encourage them to 

start businesses or pursue careers in the region to help bolster Westmoreland’s creative 

economy.”  
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Johnson is an experienced creative entrepreneur in ceramics production and social enterprise. For 

the various sections, she will bring in content experts from the CBA’s regional network to offer 

applied knowledge to the students. For example, creative business owner Lindsay Schmittle of 

Gingerly Press will outline her strategy to grow online sales of her letterpress print work to 

consumers, while gaining significant commissions from clients like DuoLingo and The National 

Forest Foundation. 

  

A growing ecosystem of capable and confident creative entrepreneurs will support the county’s 

vision for revitalization. The Reimagining Our Westmoreland comprehensive plan calls for 

cultivating arts and advancing entrepreneurialism as key goals. By empowering the county’s 

emerging and established artists, makers, designers, and craftspeople, both goals are realized 

through the CBA’s efforts.    

  

“Creative entrepreneurs can help revitalize our small-town main streets with studio storefronts,” 

observes Barbara Ferrier, community advocate for the arts. “They can grow into small but global 

businesses that enhance the creative and commercial fabric of our communities.” 

  

The CBA is backed up with significant capital for revitalization by Bridgeway, its parent 

organization. To date, Bridgeway has made over $10 million in mission-driven investments in 

the county. It has financed a wide range of significant projects, including Knead Community 

Café in New Kensington, Veggie House Farms in Arnold, and Obscure Brewery in Jeannette. 

Obscure Brewery was financed by Bridgeway with capital from the Appalachian Regional 

Commission and demonstrates how Bridgeway serves as a social impact investor to channel 

national funding to the county. 

  

“Our new strategic plan challenges us to bring more capital and capacity building to places like 

Westmoreland County,” states TJ Bogdewic, Bridgeway’s President and CEO. “Programs like 

the CBA demonstrate how our focused investments adapt to community need. Westmoreland 

County is looking to create a vibrant creative economy through education programs that build 

capacity for small businesses and increased access to flexible growth capital. Bridgeway can 

support both and more.” 
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About Creative Business Accelerator at Bridgeway Capital: Bridgeway Capital, a Pittsburgh-

based social impact investor, operates the Creative Businesses Accelerator (CBA), which 

empowers makers, designers, artists, and craftspeople to grow and contribute to equitable 

economic growth. More information at www.bridgewaycapital.org/creative-business-accelerator  

  

About Westmoreland County Community College: Westmoreland College’s mission is to 

improve the quality of life for everyone they serve through education, training, and cultural 

enrichment. For over 50 years, they have served Westmoreland and surrounding counties by 

offering a high quality, affordable and convenient education that prepares graduates to enter the 

workforce or continue their education by transferring to four-year institutions. Learn more 

at www.westmoreland.edu  
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