
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Bridgeway Capital Selected as Finalist by Goldman Sachs Sponsored 
National CDFI Competition  
 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – November 4, 2014 – Bridgeway Capital was selected as a finalist for the inaugural 
Small Business Leader Award for Mission Driven-Lenders (SBLA) sponsored by Goldman Sachs. The SBLAs 
were presented in Denver, CO at the 30th Annual Conference of the Opportunity Finance Network (OFN), one 
of the award sponsors. The Surdna Foundation is also a sponsor.  
 
OFN states that the award “rewards excellence, builds broad-based recognition, and creates momentum among 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) and other mission-driven lenders.” A panel of judges 
evaluated 36 mission-driven lenders from across the country with established track records of social impact 
and fiscal strength. Bridgeway emerged as one of four finalists.  
 
“This award is the capstone to an already great 2014” states Mark Peterson, Bridgeway’s President and CEO, 
“we have grown so much in the last several years and this national recognition demonstrates that our integrity 
and mission focus have kept pace with our rapidly expanding loan volume.”  
 
In order to be considered for a loan, a borrower’s vision for success has to support Bridgeway’s mission of 
revitalizing the region’s underinvested communities on the shoulders of small businesses. Typically this vision 
includes job creation in an economically challenged area, empowering minority-owned enterprises, and other 
catalytic investments. 
  
Peterson states that “when our borrowers establish or grow businesses in economically challenged areas, the 
quality of community life improves and Bridgeway’s mission is realized.” It is this mission focus that drew the 
attention of the SBLA judges, and landed Bridgeway as a finalist in the highly competitive national contest.  
 
Bridgeway’s multidimensional approach to lending helped the organization rise above 32 other high 
performing CFDIs from across the nation to become a SBLA finalist. About this honor Peterson observed that 
“the SBLA recognition demonstrates that our significant expansions in lending remain mission-driven. It 
should be a confidence booster to our lending partners and investors that we remain one of the top CDFIs to 
work with in western Pennsylvania, and beyond.” 
 
Bridgeway Capital is a market-driven, private sector financial intermediary with a social mission. Working 
outside mainstream finance to provide opportunities and access to capital, Bridgeway Capital strives for 
maximum impact across western Pennsylvania. Bridgeway Capital makes small business loans, offers business 
education opportunities, and is committed to effectively growing, innovating, and stimulating economic 
development. The organization works to reach entrepreneurs, small businesses, and organizations where they 
need it most — with available capital. 
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